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NAWC 
cleanup 
advances 

By HIUT)' Yeno.hal< 
Sta.ffWnter 

WARMINSTER - Little red flags tell'back
hoes where the Junk. ptle ends Colors remOVl:!d 
from the sOIl profile - blacks. browns and dark· 
er browns - clearly .how what's decades· 
decayed trash, what's compacted clay and 
what's native sol!. 

Starting at the runway's edge and runrung 
parallel to K1rk Ri;Jad, topsoIl I. trucked in and 
dropped on backfilled ·trenches, to be used for 
spreathng and seedmg. 
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Mounds of clean fill sit ready to spread on tha basa at the fonner Naval Air Warfare Center in 
Wanninsler. (Stalfphoto by Nanette Kardaszeslu) 

Underground, pIpes thveIt contanunated 
water to a treatment plant west of 
JacksonVllle Road InsIde tanks, carbori partl' 
des lock horns with volatile organic com· 
pounds Water cernes ant clean and P01.ll"S Into 
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Navy spending $30 million 
to clean up fonner center 
Continued from Page Al 

a tnbutary of the Little 
Neshanuny Creek. 

Near the water plant, topsoil 
covers where crews had removed 
underground gasohne and aU'craft 
fuel tanks and fuel· taInted soil 
Nearby, more fuel tanks awaIt 
ExcaVElbon 

EnVIronmental cleanup projects 
dot the Naval AIr Warfare Center 
AIrcraft DIVISIon, an 824-acre nuh· 
lary research complex In 
Warrmnster, Northampton and 
Ivyland The center closed last ran 

The base has four major p_roblem 
areas - marked A through D On a 
map, the areas together compnse 
about 200 acres. Most of the base IS 
not a problem enVIronmentally, 
accorrung to the Navy. 

"Area A," the largest, hes on the 
base'. northern edge, west of, 
JacksonVllle Road, "B" IS on the 
eastern Side, adjacent to 
Shenandoah Woods Navy hous~ 
·C" start. at the aUltlhary runway's 
ed~e, parallel to Klrk Ri;Jad; and 
"D IS the malO research buildmgs 
west of Jaclu;onVllle Road and 
along Street Road 

The N. vy has $30 million w nd 
the enVIronmental health risks 
before the land IS reused for bUSl' 
ness, hOUSing and recreation. 
Many cleanup projects aJUld take 
more than a year to finish, said 
Thm Aloes, the Navy's enVlfun· 
mental cleanup coordmator 

"Even though we've gone 
through base closure, cleanup oon· 
tmues," Ames SBld last week 
"We're contmwng W work WIth 
agenCIes to clean up t1us base as 
prompUy as we can." 

A number of reSIdents whose 
wells were contaminated by Navy 
o!)l!rations have been oonnected to 
pubhc water The Navy has dnlled 
wells outsJde Its pro!)l!Ity to check 
how far and how WIde cherrucals 
bave mIgrated More off· SIte wells 
are planned. 
. :Na.vy reports say Area A's pollut· 
ed ground water dnfts far off base 
and poses the greatest potential 
bealth nsk to nelghbonng re8!' 
dents. The water contains cancer· 
causing tnchloroethylene and car· 

bon tetrech!onde. other solvents 
and metals used In plabng The 
SOll contaIns metals, probably from 
a waste water pond that was once 
on site, aocorchilg to the Navy 

Despite tbe health nsk, lhe 
area's cleanup IS barely out of the 
planrung stages. 

Wells proposed for a $5 nulhon 
cherrucal treatment plant nearby 
baven't been drilled yet., although 
work should begm In late swnmer, 
Ame. said 

The Navy WIll be on base untll 
work IS firushed and the land IS 

transferred, he said The Navy's 
responsIbility contmues indefirule
Iy, he said. The federal government 
Indemnifies Warmmster, 
Northarnpwn and I vyland from 
Navy.related envirorunental prob
lems, he said 

Area B holds household trash, 
construction debris and ground· 
water pollution. 

Last week, contractors started 
removing trash and contanunated 
sou; addibonaI soil and ground· 
water testing WIll detemune u 
there's more work ahead. Navy 
reportJ; show a small amount of 
ground water contaminabon - pol
lution thol remruns on base 

Area C holds trash and ground 
water contaminated WIth petrol.,. 
um and solvents Crews have 
removed roughly 12,800 tons of 
garbage from eIght trenches -
paper, glass, styrofoam, concrete 
and other bullding material. SOli 
oontarrunated WIth solvents has 
bee" removed and trucked off base 
The holes have been backfilled 
'lbpsOlI and grass seed WIll be 
added soon And ground water 
from six wells ill Area C IS f10wmg 
mto the treatment facility. 

West of the trenches IS a runway 
used for training Navy rurcraft 
fire6~ters The Navy Isn't sure If 
trrurung exerCises contamJnat.ed 
ground water 

The garbage trenches are an 
unhkely source of ground. water 
contaminahon, accordtng: to a 
March 1997 report drafted by 
Ames, the federal EnVlTOnmental 
Protection Agency and the state 
Department of Environmental 
Protection. 


